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ACT I 
 
OUTSIDE A SMALL VILLAGE. DAY. 
 
It is the end of season and the ground has been fertile, the sheaves of wheat are piled high. A male farmer 
stands at the edge of the field before a lone remaining patch of wheat. He tips his cap and looks to the sky. 
A cloud slowly floats by and suddenly he recognizes the face of the guardian spirit in it. In the background 
the village girls can be heard imitating the song of the Third Season Bird. 
 
    FARMER 
   (quietly to himself) 
  Is a ray ever separate from the sun, 
  Will a drop exist separate from the ocean, 
  Will a German soldier ever stop loving his dead Kaiser, The light merges with the light, 
  The union is complete now, What a holy communion. 
 
The eldest of the girls attaches small ribbons to the remaining straws of wheat. She makes the sign of 
sickles (a half circle shape surrounded by a circle in the air), at north, south, east and west. She then 
proceeds to bend the heads of the wheat toward the ground. 
 
    FARMER 
   (ecstatic) 
  Rejoice, for the beard is now curled! 
  The spirits have returned to the Earth! 
 
    GIRLS 
   (joining in the chanting) 
  Nus eht morf etarapes reve yar a si! 
 
    FARMER 
   (now in a loud thundering voice) 
  Father, father, father, in the sky, sky, sky, 
  Protect my flocks, from the evil eye, eye, eye, 
  From wicked people, from wild beasts, 
  And from all of the above. The feasts of these Judas popes! 



Come along, now let us dwell in the shelters, as our ancestors did in the wilderness. 
 
   (even more frenetic) 
  Kol mevasser, mevasser ve-omer! 
 
  He that hath a beard is more than a youth, 
  and he that hath no beard is less than a man. 
 
The young girls nod their heads wisely. 
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